
 

 

presents 

FRI, MARCH 5, 12  7:00 PM 
SAT, MARCH 6, 13, 20  2:00 PM & 7:00 PM 

SUN, MARCH 7, 14  2:00 PM  
Tarpon Springs Heritage Museum 

Thank you  
to our Sponsor: 



 

 

A Note from the Director 
 

2020 was quite the year. The cast and crew wish to thank our 

first responders, doctors, nurses, teachers and everyone 

thrust into the “essential” employee role. They have all been 

asked to put their safety and the safety of their loved ones at 

risk for the rest of us. We appreciate all you have done.  

 

We also want to mention another group of people near and 

dear to us - all of the people in the entertainment industry: 

actors, singers, dancers, tech people and everyone involved 

in keeping us entertained. Theaters all over the world, 

including movie theaters and film houses from London’s 

West End and New York’s Broadway to community theaters 

and schools across the world have been dark practically 

since this started. Thousands of people unemployed with 

some not sure if they would ever be able to go back to their 

chosen professions. Yet through it all, many of these people 

still did their best to keep our spirits up during a bad 

situation. From live video and zoom concerts to recordings 

of productions in empty theaters they continued to make us 

laugh, cry and run the gamut of human emotions. How much 

more uncomfortable would we have been during quarantine 

if we hadn’t been able to watch movies, plays, tv shows, 

concerts and other forms of entertainment from the comfort 

of our socially distance homes? And now, after what seems 

to some to be an eternity, live theater is making its way back 

to the stage.  

 

We’d like to thank our sponsors who stood by us during 

these times and a special thanks from me to Dark Door 

Spirits of Tampa for the loan of the barrel for our set. Lastly, 

to all our theater guests for coming back to live theater and 

trusting us to do our best to keep everyone involved safe. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
 

Michael Cote, Director 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CAST & CREW 
 

 

Crew: 
 

Director…………………………….….…….....Michael Cote  

 

Stage Manager …………………......Dominique Frederick  

 

Props and Costumes …...……………......Susan Dearden  

 

 

Cast: 

Almost, Maine is presented by special arrangement 
with Dramatists Play Service, Inc., New York. 

Amy Lyn Howell 

Michael CJ Cote 

Dominique Frederick 

John Sallustio 

Jeffrey Waitkevich 

MaryKay Cyrus 

David Nisson 

Gloria DeLuna 

ALMOST, MAINE was developed by The Cape Cod Theatre Project. 
Professional Premiere Production: Portland Stage Company, 
Anita Stewart, Artistic Director, Tami Ramaker, Managing Director. 
Originally produced in New York by Jack Thomas/Bulldog Theatrical 
and Bruce Payne. 



 

 

Almost, Maine 
 

In the town of Almost, Maine under the mystical northern lights 
on a mid-winter Friday night, we explore the mysteries and 
complicated nature of love and the human heart. The play’s 
pro/inter/epilogues and eight scenes delve into the various 
types of romantic love with often surprising outcomes:  
friendships that blossom into more, the failings of past love,  
the hope of new love, love that persists for far too long and love 
that has gone stale. We observe that love’s circumstances can 
change in a mere heartbeat under the mystical northern lights. 

 
 

Prologue 
 

     Scene 1: Her Heart 

     Scene 2: Sad and Glad 

     Scene 3: This Hurts 

     Scene 4: Getting It Back 

 
 

Interlogue 
 

     Scene 5: They Fell 

     Scene 6: Where it Went 

     Scene 7: Story of Hope 

     Scene 8: Seeing the Thing 

 
 

Epilogue 
 



 

 
Michael Cote, Director                      
Mike is a 40-plus year veteran of the theater 
having produced, directed, choreographed and 
performed in scores of productions. He was 
owner and creative director of Mel O’Dee 
Entertainments Services and Theater ala MODES 

in southern New Hampshire, which produced stage shows and 
original interactive murder mysteries, among other forms of 
entertainment. A published playwright, his shows have been 
performed from New England to Florida to Hollywood, CA. He 
thanks his cast and crew for all their hard work. He sends love 
always to Susan and a proud papa hug to Michael, keep 
reaching for the stars. 
 
 

 

Dominique Frederick, Stage Manager  
as Glory and Marvalyn 
Dominique is currently a student at the Mississippi 
University for Women studying for her MFA in 
Theatre Education. During the week, she spends 
her time as a COA at the Eye Institute of West 

Florida. She is grateful to be a part of this production and 
thankful for Michael Cote for working so hard to put this show 
together throughout everything that’s been thrown at him. 
Dominique would also like to thank her husband, Jonathan,  
for being so supportive while she’s been working on two shows!  
 
 
 

Amy Lyn Howell as Gayle and Rhonda 
Amy is thrilled to be returning to Tarpon Arts in 
this heart-felt show. Her most recent roles include 
Shelia in Sorry! Wrong Chimney (Tarpon Arts), 
Hayley Quinn in Mama Won't Fly (TA), Sagot in 
Picasso at the Lapine Agile (Richey Suncoast 

Theatre), Mrs. Bradman in Blithe Spirit (RST), and Alice Milne 
in Sherlock Holmes and the Spinsters of Blackmead (Dunedin 
Showcase Theatre). Amy previously owned a commercial/
theatrical talent agency for 7 years. In addition, she has 
produced/written/directed over 20 short films. She would like to 
thank director Mike Cote, her mom, her daughters Kelsie and 
Charlotte, her scene partners John and Jeff, and lastly all her 
castmates for their encouragement and support. Love is Love! 
 



 

 

Michael CJ Cote as East, Steve and Chad 
Michael is very excited to be a part of such a 
wonderful show and cast. He has been involved 
in theatre since he was six. His most recent 
productions include: Picasso at the Lapin Agile 
where he played Picasso, Cabaret where he 

played Cliff Bradshaw and Shakespeare’s Greatest Hits where 
he played Hamlet and multiple other characters. He also 
recently understudied the role of Nick in Early Bird Dinner 
Theater’s production of Over the River and Through the 
Woods. Michael would like to thank his parents for their love 
and support, and he would also like to thank his girlfriend  
and friends for being so supportive. 
 
 
 

John Sallustio as Jimmy, Lendall, and Phil 
John is excited to be back at Tarpon Arts!  
His last show here was as the director for the 
hilarious Mama Won’t Fly. He would like to thank 
all of you for coming out and supporting local 
theatre. John is an award-winning actor, writer 

and a non-award-winning stand-up comedian. Some of John’s 
previous roles are Vinny the Enforcer in Love, Lies, and the 
Doctor’s Dilemma, Petruchio in The Taming of the Shrew, 
Charles Condomine in Blithe Spirit, Lloyd in Noises Off and  
Sir John Falstaff, Touchstone, and Banquo in Shakespeare’s 
Greatest Hits, Fits and Starts, and Slings and Arrows. 

 
 

Jeffrey Waitkevich as Randy and Dave 
Acting since July 2019, Jeffrey has lived in  
Florida all of his life. He graduated from Hudson 
High School and completed a bachelor’s  
degree in Criminology with a minor in Mass 
Communications from the University of South 

Florida St. Petersburg in 2019. He recently played Clown 2 
in The 39 Steps and The Visitor, a character with a strong 
resemblance to Elvis, in Picasso at the Lapin Agile, both at 
Richey Suncoast Theatre. He hopes to continue acting as he 
pursues his career goals of becoming a librarian and novelist. 
 
 



 

 
MaryKay Cyrus as Ginette, Sandrine,  
and Marci 
MaryKay Cyrus has been active on Tampa Bay 
stages since moving to Florida, but this is her first 
time on the Tarpon Arts stage. She very recently 
played Aida in the Early Bird Dinner Theatre’s 

production of Over the River and Through the Woods. In the 
past few years, MaryKay has also received Best Actress 
awards for her portrayal of Thelma in ‘Night Mother and Kate 
Keller in All My Sons with Carrollwood Players. She thanks all  
for supporting live theatre. God Bless. 
 
 

 
David Nisson as Pete and the Man 
Dave is appearing for the first time in Tarpon 
Springs. He has played with Gypsy Stage,  
St. Pete City Theater, Theatre Exceptional,  
The Little Theatre Group of Costa Rica, Dunedin 
Showcase Theater and West Coast Players.  

In 2019, he received a S.T.A.R. Award nomination for his role 
as Dr. Watson in Dunedin Showcase Theater's production of 
Sherlock Holmes and the Spinsters of Blackmead. He looks 
forward to working with Mike Cote and this wonderful cast. 
 
 
 

Gloria DeLuna as the Waitress and Hope 
Gloria is a retired software developer who began 
her acting career at Dunedin Showcase Theater.  
She was a member of Gypsy Stage Repertory 
Theater, appeared in short plays in the Tampa 
Bay Theater Festival and was a cast member in 

the touring production of War Virgin. She is grateful and 
delighted to be in this production and thanks Mike Cote, her first 
director at DST, for the opportunity. 



 

 

Fran Arfaras 
Nicole Arfaras Kerr 
Carol Atwood-Lyon 
Clark Beurlen 
Bonnie Bogner 
Sherry Carlson 
Caroline Caswell 
Pat Chapman 
Bruce Chimento 
Marlene Chimento 
Annette DeBroka 
Faith Del Percio 
Julie Everett 
Patty Farrell 
Nancy Ferguson 
Tashina Fisher 
Lori Gerstein 
Stu Gerstein 
 

Sara Gibson 
Jeffrey Goodman 
Trish Gregory 
Michele Henning 
Suzan Hollern 
Sandra Holubar 
Susan Housewright 
Margit Hristova 
Deborah Kinsley 
Paul Kinsley 
Debbie Koeppen 
Debbie Macks 
Ginger Matyko 
Bruce Miller 
Marilyn Mueller 
Debbie Pearn 
Helen Penny 
Susan Pisano 
 

Diane Porter 
Peggy Pugh 
Toula Ronningen 
Ree Rost 
Ellen Scheible 
Michael Steinberger 
Michelle Steinberger 
Susan Stokely 
Betty Todino 
Cynthia Ward 
Debbie Whelan 
Eve White 
Barbara Wood 

We appreciate you! 
Thank you for supporting the  

arts in Tarpon Springs! 
 
 

Volunteers make all the difference!  
 

We are grateful to the following individuals who give their 
time to make the arts come alive for our audiences. 



 

 

BECOME A MEMBER! 
 

Don’t miss a minute of the fun! Join our Tarpon Arts 
family today and receive up to 15% off all ticket  

purchases, invites to special members-only events, 
give-away drawings at select shows, and more!  

 

Learn more at TarponArts.org/membership, call us at 
727.942.5605, or pick up your membership form at the 

Ticket Office before you leave! 



 

 Thank You to our Current Members! 

PLATINUM ($750) 
Jerold Kaufer, In Memory    

     of  Dorothy P. Kaufer 

Jerold Kaufer, In Memory     

of Augusta and Sidney 

Kaufer 

Brian Orlick 
 

GOLD ($500) 
Donald John Adams 

Dr. Stephen &  

     Mrs. Yolanda Mihalek 

Dee O’Brien-Jones 

Paul & Frances Petervary 

Captain & Mrs. J. Basil                                         

     Read 

Dr. Deb Whitehouse 

Dave & Carolyn Wladaver 

 
SILVER ($250) 
Dale & Martha Gray 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward  

     Hoffman 

Jerri & Bob Litt 

Ann Samarkos,  

     The 1910 Inn 

Michael & Cindy  

     Spahalski 

 

BRONZE ($150) 
Jack & Jan Brouhard 

Sherry & Arlen Carlson 

Don & Tanya Carney 

Paul Chapman 

Dean Chatlain 

Jeffrey & Sharon  

     Goodman 

Ken & Gail Gruebel 

Robert & Jan Grupp 

Rachel Herman & Roy L.  

     Herman, Jr. 

Peggy & Terry Johnston 

Roger & Nina Keller 

Ann & Jim Larsen 

Richard & Marion Linkh 

George & Nancy Miller 

Kimen & Charles Mitchell 

Anna Maria Morales 

Rano Mueller 

Judy Patton 

James Petty 

Louis & Paulette Piccininno 

George & Nancy Pratt 

Martha & Larry Schweizer 

 
PATRON ($75) 
Betty Abshire 

Robert Alderman 

Mary Lou Argow 

Carol Atwood-Lyon 

John & Lois Balsanek 

Barbara & Pat Barry 

Judith Bartlett 

Sue Bartlett 

Rick & Margaret Becker 

Robert & Kim Bennett 

Sherry Branch 

Linda Bremer 

Ms. Jo Ellen Bryant 

Susan Bucci & George 

     Springer 

Gregory Cardinal 

Frank & Harriet Champi 

Brian & Dana Chase 

Pat Coughlin 

Patricia Crowley 

 



 

 
Louisa Cunneen 

Frank & Theresa  

     Cuttone 

Dolores & Kenneth  

     Dambrosio 

William & Mary Darnell 

Margaret Darraugh 

Linda & Tony DeCesare 

Carl Demotses 

Bertram Devorsetz 

Dr. Patricia Donohue 

Timothy & Josephine 

     Drawbridge 

Carol Drummond 

Rich Ebert 

Mary & Mike Eggleston 

Eleanor Evans 

Mark Finnan & Patricia 

     Ramondetta 

Dorothy Fitchett 

Mel Funk 

Gay & Tom Gagnon 

Terry Gedan 

Tim & Regina Gibson 

Dana & Bjorn  

     Gulbrandsen 

Ron & Patricia Haddad 

Bob & Janet Helms 

Joann Hernandez 

Michael & Sandra  

     Holubar 

Mark & Kathy Hopkins 

Matthew Iwanski 

Joan Jennings 

Roger & Jean Jester 

Caroline G. Johnson 

Lewis & Jo-Ann Jones 

Rick Kastel 

Timothy Keevers 

Karen A Kennedy 

Marie Knabbe 

Michael & Sanne  

     Kure-Jensen Konrad 

Esther Kontos 

Philip & Lynn Kopala 

John LaMantia 

Lauritz & Betty Joe 

     Larsen 

Elisabeth Lawson 

Patricia & Howard  

     Lorenz 

Susan Marino 

Angeline Markos 

Mr. Clair McCloy 

Shelly & Scott McLarnon 

Dieter & Hedvig Meister 

Gerald Mellon 

Maryann & Carl Mitchell 

Kathleen Monahan &  

     James McNeely 

Charles & Marcia Moore 

Bob & Linda Murphy 

Ken & Christine  

     Neighbors 

Steven & Shirley  

     Ogle 

Jane Parker 

Sherri Patterson 

Deborah Pearn 

Fred Pflueger, Jr. 

Patricia Pochurek 

John & Nancy  

     Purchase 

Joanne Reich 

Karen Lee Ritzel 

Leora & Richard Roll 

Dudley Salley 

John Sammel 

Lawrence & Marie  

     Sasso 

Lee & Walter Schneider 

Paul Schroder 

Frank Sevick 

Joann Sinatra 

Howard L. Smith 

Wilbur & Caralee  

     Smith 

Bonnie V. Stanaitis 

Linda Stanko 

Karen Thompson-  

     Brown 

Thomas Thorpe 

Julie Wade 

Michael Walbolt 

Joe & Kathleen Ward 

Dr. Lee Weaver 

Frieda Weeks 

R. Lynn Whitelaw 

Manny & Rita Widman 

Bonnie WIlcome 

Dr. Tod & Phyllis  

     Williams 

Edgar Worster 

Dane Woytek 



 

 

A Bad Year for Tomatoes 
FRI, APRIL 9, 16 • 7:00 PM 

SAT, APRIL 10, 17, 24  
2:00 PM  & 7:00 PM 

SUN, APRIL 11, 18 • 2:00 PM   
Tarpon Springs Heritage Museum 

 

Dealing with her nosy neighbors is a  
never-ending struggle. In an attempt to 
shoo them away, Myra invents a mad, 
homicidal sister who is kept locked in an 
upstairs room but who occasionally  
escapes long enough to scare off  
uninvited visitors. The ruse works well at 
first, but hilarious complications result. 

Victorian Garden Party 
with Dr. Mary Jane Safford 

SAT, MAY 1 • 2:00 PM 
Safford House Museum 

 

Join us to celebrate May Day at a  
Victorian-themed Garden Party with your 
hostess, Dr. Mary Jane Safford. Partake 
in some cold lemonade, an assortment of 
delectable confections, and spend a  
memorable afternoon as Dr. Safford 
shares stories about her fascinating life. 

727.942.5605 or TarponArts.org 

Knowledge & Nibbles 
Tarpon Springs Distillery 

TUES, MARCH 16  
10:00 AM & 2:00 PM 

Tarpon Springs Heritage Museum 
 

Tarpon Springs Distillery is family-owned 
and embraces the unique Greek-
American coastal heritage of Tarpon 
Springs. Learn their story and how their 
flagship spirits are distilled and bottled 
right here in Tarpon Springs! 
Complimentary light refreshments. 


